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FOREWORD
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It is a well known fact that if you sit in the company of a virtuous person, you attract
virtue and if you sit in the company of an evil person, you attract evil. The importance
of a Shaikh in learning religion is accepted by all. The continuity of Sufi Salasil in Islam
for 1400 years is a testimony to this fact.

Shaikh Mohammad Abdul Qadeer Siddiqui («le 4 4ss)) has explained the requirement
and importance of Shaikh in a Muslim's life. We appreciate the efforts of Quadri in
translating Shaikh’s books and making them available to the English speaking people.

It is very interesting book that provides answers to many questions posed by deviant
sects in this context.

AL-FAQEER

Ghouse Mohiuddin Siddiqui, Son and successor of Shaikh
Mohammad Abdul Qadeer Siddiqui (4= 4 4as )

15th Rabia II, 1422 H - 9th July, 2001



PREFACE
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The 'Facts about the Promise of Allegiance' (<= <aga) is the sixth book translated in the
series of Hadhrat Mohammed Abdul Qadeer Siddiqui's (4de 4 4 ) works which were
written in Urdu and published during his lifetime. The Shaikh has concentrated his
entire works towards clearing the misconceptions about Islamic teachings and practices.
This book is written in a Question/ Answer format.

I am thankful to Hadhrat Ghouse Mohiuddin Siddiqui, the son and successor of the

Hadhrat Siddiqui (~l= &) ~ies ), for his support and encouragement of this translation
work.

Shaikh Mir Asedullah Quadri

13th Rabia II, 1422 H - 6th July, 2001
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THE PROMIGIANCE AND DEVOTION

What is "Promigiance" (The Promise of Allegiance - <) and what are its aims and
objectives?

It is in Quran - " [ &4 Wi & Oad% aganl (338 A X A Gl Wl & g G &)
Gbie 1530 Agiud ) 4 B Ly A3 Gas“4udl "[Indeed, those who pledge
allegiance to you, (O' Prophet - alus 4l 5 4de &) L) - they are actually
pledging allegiance to Allah. The hand of Allah is over their hands. So he
who breaks his word only breaks it to the detriment of himself. And he
who fulfills that which he has promised Allah - He will give him a great
reward.] (Al-Fath - 10)

The Promise of Allegiance (Promigiance) is an ‘agreement’. It has been a customary in
Arabs, whenever they make an agreement, they put one’s hand on to the other (like in a

handshake).

In all the sovereign countries, oath of faithfulness is taken. In the same way, to
emphasize on an important thing, ‘the promigiance' is taken.

In the time of Prophet (ass 4l 5 4le &l JLa), whoever accepted Islam, he would do so by
the promigiance. Similarly, a promigiance was taken as repentance for one’s past wrong
doings. For piety and repentance, the promigiance was taken from women also.

Sometimes promigiance was taken “to shed the last drop of blood” (in the cause of
Islam) as it happened at the time (of the conflict) of Hudaibiya. Sometimes the
Prophet (plus 4l 5 4de &) 1) took promigiance from the people for not seeking anything
(help) from others. The state of these people was such that even if the camel’s nose
string is dropped, they used to make the camel sit down to get it back from the ground
and will not request anybody to help them.

Sometimes the Prophet (plus 4l 5 4ide 4 L) took the promigiance from the people to be
steadfast in their love of Allah (J5 Je) and His Apostle (ales4ll 54de & Jla),

Thus, to vow for an important thing is called the Promise of Allegiance (Promigiance -

.

-

Q - The Quran, the Hadith and the books of Islamic jurisprudence are all available to us,
then where is the necessity to do * promigiance (<x:) on somebody’s hand?



Ans - Look at the facts and reply after careful consideration. Two and two (joined
together) make four and if we divide 2 from 4, only 2 will remain. Mathematics is such a
certain subject that any other subject could hardly come close to it. But from grade 1 to
10, we learn mathematics from teachers, only then a student gets proficient in it.

The reality is that, a person would not be able to know his mistake (until somebody
draws his attention towards it). The teacher points out the mistake of the pupil. When
such an evident subjects require a teacher, then the possibility of occurrence of mistakes
in an exquisite and delicate subject is abundant. This means proficiency comes under
constant endeavor under the guidance of a teacher.

The teacher always oversees the mistakes of the pupils and cautions them. When the
worldly things require a teacher, then how come on 'the way to Allah' (<sk) the Divine
Wayfarer (=) will not require an Adviser (x5), the spiritual teacher?

Q - What is the reason of being committed to one’s teacher’s instructions?

Ans - A person will get distracted listening to the views of different people. Therefore, it
is good to make one’s ‘reliable being’ (person) as his guide.

Consider; in an important law suit, if a new lawyer is changed every day, then the case
can not be followed appropriately and the chances of winning it will become remote.
We have the law books in Urdu and English languages. Can any one successfully carry
on with the suit (with the help of these books)? No. We have an expert in every field.
Trusting him, we need to refer to him all our cases and concerns.

Q - How do the 'religious venerable beings' (s S (:2is) make you take ‘the promigiance’
(Sa) ?

Ans - For men, they hold their hands and ’ghe men take the vow that they will remain
committed to the commands of Allah (325 3¢) and His Apostle (plus4ll 5 4sle &) L) and
as far as possible will refrain from the ‘prohibitions’ (¢!»») and comply with the
‘imperatives (u=3 ). If the education is not complete, then this divine wayfarer (<Jws -

the one who has done the promigiance) would devote his attention towards another
Sheikh. This is called “devotion” (<alL)).

Some people make friendship with a good and experienced religious person, listen
carefully to his counsel and act upon it. This type of person is called ‘the comrade of the
divine path' (I o), 34). This person, though is not the Advisor (2% %), but definitely is a
consultant (&),



At the time of doing the promigiance, after (the words of) repentance and vow (for
performing good deeds in future), the following Quranic verse is read:

ItlSanuran uk—&_\s.ul_ulﬁus.iuaﬂ *M‘dﬁ&\mw‘uwuw\dawuwﬁ\u\
Lobie 1030 4dkind &) 4 B Ly (A5 Gy ¥4udi [ Indeed, those who pledge
allegiance to you, (O' Prophet -alus 4l 5 4de &) L) - they are actually
pledging allegiance to Allah. The hand of Allah is over their hands. So he
who breaks his word only breaks it to the detriment of himself. And he
who fulfills that which he has promised Allah - He will give him a great
reward.] (Al-Fath - 10)

And some shuyookh also say that ‘I stress upon you to be steadfast in this the
following verse'.

It is in Quran - JS-'-AS‘J sliadll o Lgi) oAl g3 gy OluaYly Jaadly 345 &) &)
O928E aShd akiiag© &)y [Indeed, Allah orders justice and good conduct and
giving to relatives and forbids immorality and bad conduct and

oppression. He admonishes you that perhaps you will be reminded.] (An
Nahl - 90)

After it, the Shaikh always keeps his religious student (%) under his watch and
prevents him from wrong doings (sins) using his faculty of thoughtfulness, graceful
attention, spiritual assistance, will power, and keeps the student’s good deeds and
intentions safe and sound.

Sometimes ‘the promigiance is also taken from young children. This is called
‘Promigiance of blessing” (&S <),

The above was the description of the Promigiance for men. For women a simple oral
promigiance is sufficient. The 'religious venerates' (c2 0835,3) hold a sheet of cloth in
their hand and give the other end to the woman to hold while doing the promigiance.
Some people keep water in a container, one side of which will be Shaikh’s hand, the
other side will be woman’s hand. Generally the women do not keep their veil in front of
an old and aged shaikh. But the woman seeking to become religious student (x %) need
not take out her veil in front of the Sheikh even if he is aged and old.

Q - What should be the age of the Mureed at the time of promigiance?

Ans - Some people say that he should be a youth. Some say that he should be intelligent
and wise and is able to distinguish between good and bad (right and wrong).



Q - How should the Shaikh be?

Ans - He should be capable of fulfilling the objective and purpose of the promigiance.
The view of some religious revers is that the Shaikh should be aware of some Quranic
imperatives and Prophet’s (alss4ll 54de 4) Jla) traditions and necessary Islamic
Jurisprudence (rules) and has been blessed with the companionship of an experienced
Shaikh.

Some venerates have described that the distinction of a good shaikh is, in whose
company all evil considerations (ws-5s) and disruptive useless thoughts (=Yua J ) are
stopped and the human thought gets associated with (the remembrance of) Allah ( 3¢
Ja5) and His Apostle (phus 4l 5 4ide &) La),

€l b S gaans S0
= el e Uy

Be careful while you give your hand for the promigiance, otherwise you
will regret for it later.

A a8 s s

It is compulsory to be in the company of a person who would free you
from everything other than Allah.

(Hasrat)

The standard to evaluate good and bad (in a person) is his eye. The one whose heart is
straight (in righteousness), his eyes are also focused on one point. The trouble mind’s
eye is also distracted. Some people say that if you utter invocations of divine blessing
on the Prophet (sl 54de & JLa) (Durood) in your heart behind a religiously
‘complete human being’ (JS (lul) he often turns back and sees you and if you ask
something, he will immediately answer.

It is worth remembering that a person’s thoughts and the effects of his companionship
spread around him like a vibration and therefore in the company of a virtuous man,
you get virtue and from an evil nature person, you attract evil. If you drop a pebble on a
stll water (in a well), it creates a small vibration and a small circle surfaces on the water.



If a pebble and a stone are dropped at the same time, then the vibration of the bigger
stone will overtake the vibration of the smaller pebble.

Similarly, when a person with ordinary thoughts and weak confidence sits in the
company of a 'Religiously complete human being' (J<\S ¢lusil), his ordinary thoughts, evil
considerations and nonsensical notions will weaken and get extinct and that person will
get affected from the strong will power person’s company.

€ dla |55 dla Cana
You will become good in the company of a good person and bad in the
company of a bad person

(A Persian saying)

Therefore, the necessity of the effects of the company of a 'Religiously complete human
being' (J«\S ¢lwil), is proved beyond doubt. In short, the necessity of the companionship
of a veritably earnest Shaikh and its effects are undeniable.

Also remember that if a wrongdoing (sin) is committed by a person after the
‘promigiance’, then he should repent. If a sinless person repents, it is also good for him.
Once a companion of the Prophet (alus 41l 54de &) L) took the promigiance on the hand
of the Prophet (sl s4de &l la)  After some moments, the Prophet
(Ales 4Vl 5 4e &) La) asked the companion ‘you also do the promigiance’. On this, the
companion submitted, O’ Apostle (plusall s4de & o), T have already done it. The
Prophet (plus 4l 5 4de &) 1) said, ‘what is the harm, do it again’.

Q - Is it necessary that every person has to become a religious student (x)?

Ans - People like to fulfill the imperative and be away from the prohibitive and like to
be steadfast in them at the highest standard. If you do not consider this thing essential,
then let this deprivation be auspicious to you.

There is a famous quote in Arabic - (Masdd) 43,88 41 Zad ¥ (= - [ Satan is a Shaikh to the
person who does not have a Shaikh].

Q - This is also evident that we have Quran, books of Ahadith and the books of
Obligatory excellence (Obligallence - <3<3) and the books of the divine way (<si) are
also available. Then how did these distinct practices (~,k) of Quadri, Chishtee,
Nagshbandi, etc., came into being?



Ans - As there are different doctors and school of thoughts for Islamic jurisprudence,
who interpret from the Quran and Prophet’s (alus4ll s4de &) Ja) Sunnah (tradition),
like Hanafi, Shafa-i, Maaliki, Hambali, etc., similarly the ones who walks on the divine
way are also Quadri, Chishtee, Naqshbandee, etc. Remember one thing, peoples’
individual characteristics are different, their natures are different. Some like humor,
some are affectionate and some are serious minded and are very strict. Everybody
searches a Shaikh whose nature is to his liking.

It is in Quran - &d3+ 5 455 045 [ Each community has its own direction to
which it turns.] (Al-Baqara - 148).

Some Shaikhs are authorized by different Sufi orders/practices. After getting the
training from one lineage, the shaikh undertakes the “promigiance’ in another, to take
advantage of the principle education and their blessings.

It is in Quran - L& (4 45 &) Jiab A [ That is the bounty of Allah which
He gives to whom He wills] (Al-Hadid - 21)

Q - Repentance should be done by every Muslim man and woman. Then where is the
need for a Shaikh on whose hand you need to repent?

Ans - This type of statements show the ignorance in the understanding of the Quran.

It is in Quran - &l 53258 JshOl s BTy ) ) g 5RaTd dspla a1 5218 3) 24531 315
Ln) W [And if, they wronged themselves and come humbly to you (O'
Prophet #) and asked forgiveness of Allah, and the Apostle ( 5 4le & L=
s 4ll) also intercedes for them, they would find Allah accepting of
repentance and most Merciful.] (An-Nisa - 64).

See, the cause and means for s} U5 & )33l [found Allah Accepting of repentance and
Merciful ] is Jsk31) 4l 58345 [and the Apostle had asked forgiveness for them].

It is evident from the above that self-repentance alone is not sufficient. You should take
benediction from a person of illuminated heart.

As long as the Prophet (plus 40l 5 4de &) la) did not draw the curtain of his life from this
world (meaning he was alive), he himself used to pray for individuals’ forgiveness from
Allah (Uéj )“—) And now, when he is hidden from the eyes of this world, then Awliya

Allah will pray for the forgiveness which is expected to be granted (by the Almighty ( 3=
Js3).

Think a little, (4 & wall), the love for the sake of Allah (J23 32), is a very big thing.



It is in the Hadith - Mu’adh ibn Jabal (~e a3 4) (=) reported: The
Apostle of Allah (ples 4 5 4de &l o) said, " aley e 8 Jlia &) J5b) Eaals J6
3y o aihads 54 Be Alie sl e b a3 Ja5 % & 06 O [Allah the
Exalted said: Those who love each other for the sake of my glory will be
upon pulpits of light and they will be admired by the prophets and the
martyrs] (Sunan At-Tirmidhi - 2390).

Do not be unreasonable. Think it with a clean heart. Why the religious student (%)
loves his Shaikh. He loves him for Allah’s (05 ¢) sake. The love for the sake of
Allah (Ja5 3¢)is there between the two. Don’t you know (The Prophet's
(plos 41 5 ade &l o) said, ‘el Ga ga 5 "[You will be with those whom you love]
(Bukhari, Book 57, Hadith # 37).

It is in Quran - 03 aglae (2 AbLEH Ly aE050 gy RATH ol agfin addadil s ) gial Gl
G Gl Wy s 44) 8% ¢4 [And those who believed and whose descendants
followed them in faith] (At -Tur - 21)

The above Quranic verse proves that even if the children are inferior in their good
deeds), Allah (J>5 Je) will join them (in heaven) along with their parents).

Q - Who are religious students (02x.4)?

Ans - They are like spiritual children of the Sheikh. Their bond is Love for the sake of
Allah (055 32). In Sha Allah, the true Murideen will be joined with their Shuyookh after
their deaths. They will raise (on the day of resurrection) along with their Shuyookh, and
whatever bounties are rewarded to the Shaikh, they will be allowed to have a share in
it.

Q - What is the vicegerent-ship (Khilafah)?

Ans - This is certification of Mureed’s competency. Students study and when they
become proficient, the teacher certifies it and the Government gives the Certificate. But
remember, neither ceremonial Mureedi (studentship) helps nor a ceremonial
certification (vicegerent-ship - Khilafah) is beneficial. The correct faith and good deeds,
both are blessing and gifts from Allah (333 3¢). One should try to become deserving.

Q - What does holding position of vicegerent-ship (Khilafah) mean?

Ans - The word ‘khalifah’ is taken from (the word) ‘khalf’ (who is behind). Meaning,
this is the one who follows and accomplishes the works of the one who is ahead of him.
The one who describes the divine secrets, helps in purification of hearts of the people,
who corrects peoples’ notions and educates them the inner values of spiritual
significance of Islam is, without doubt, a virtuous person, receiving the blessings of
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Allah (J25 32) and His Apostle Mohammad (alus 4l 5 4de &l L) and who may be
awarded with Wilaya. These people are true followers of Prophet Mohammad ( 4 =
alusall 5 4de) and his companions.

The one who serves the Apostleship (follows the Apostle of Allah
(lus 4l 5 aile Al JLa) from the beginning till his last breath in all walks of life, what praise
can be showered upon him! He is the true follower of the Prophet (alus 41l 5 4le &l JLa),
The best examples in the context are Hadhrat Abu Bakr Siddique (~e i & (o)),
Hadhrat Umar Ibn  Khattab (~e Jwidl (pa)),  Hadhrat  Uthman  Ibn
Affan (e Ja3 & (s ) and Hadhrat Ali Ibn Abi Talib (~e i 4 (o)) who are regarded
as Khulafa-e-Rashideen.

Shaikh says that - during his early life there were different types of religious venerates
(¢ilia). The Mureed will go to the murshid only for education. They used to live in
their own homes and take care of their livelihood, and the Shaikh was responsible only
for their education. The shuyookh were independent and used to take care of their
familities on their own.

One of those shaikh’s wives had a small cloth pouch for keeping her beetle leafs. She
did not possess even a small betal box made of silver or iron. There were shuyookh who
maintained their teaching houses (s&lx) attached to their house. There was school,
boarding and lodging for the students, teachers and guests. The female Murideen
stayed in the house, but their hospitality was arranged from the teaching
house. Whatever is received in (L¥) (gifts/offerings to the Shaikh) it used to be kept
outside the house in the (s\&s). The Shaikh and his family’s livelihood was being looked
after from the personal income of the Shaikh. Community work is different and
personal affairs are different. In the house, the food available for the members of
Shaikh’s family used to consist of bare existence; but in teaching house (with
community income) rich food was prepared. Murideen were made In-charge of the
teaching houses and they willing used to arrange all community services.

Personally, the Shaikh will not only look after the religious, moral and spiritual
education of the people, but will also undertake the marriages of the orphan children,
arrange jobs for unemployed and get involved in many other community welfare
activities.

During those days, there was neither the need for community donations, nor the
requirements of orphan houses. Neither the Murideen would fall short in giving their
offerings, nor the Shuyookh would reduce their efforts in the sustenance of their
Murideen.

(Shaikh says) ‘Now (during his old age) times have changed. Neither are those types of
Shuyookh, nor are those types of Murideen. Everyday people moan (since morning till



evening) for donations. But no work seems to be accomplished. Success and prosperity
seems to have resigned. Nowadays, donations are collected for widows and orphans.
But who is the widow? It is the donation collector’s wife. And who are the orphans?
They are the donation collector’s children’.

(Shaikh says) ‘My eyes have seen the entire show. Now, what is my work? My work is
to cry from the heart and express sorrow from the tongue’.



