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INTRODUCTION

Shaikh Abu Abdur Rahman As-Sulami (~le 4 ~ies ) (937-1021) was a famous scholar of
Khurasan who has written hundreds of books. One of his most famous books is titled,
‘Generations of Sufi Shuyookh’ (Tabagat As-Sufia - 4ésall @) which contains
biographies of 103 Sufi Shuyook of Thsan.

He has collected 40 Ahadith on Tasawwuf with his chain of transmitters going back to
the Prophet (alus 4l 5 4de &l =), Sahabah and Taba’een. This book contains English
translation and explanations of these Ahadith. Some Ahadith have been removed from
his selection in view of some issues with their narrators. In their place, authentic Ahadith
related to Tasawwuf have been added. It is hoped that readers will benefit from them.



AHADITH ON TASAWWUF (< gail) 8 yalal)

Chapter (1)
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Proof that Sufis will be among the people who will be
with the Apostle of Allah (plus 4l 5 4de &l [La) on the
Day of Judgement.

Hadith #1
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Ikrima, on the authority of Ibn Abbas (~e i 4l () narrated that one day the Apostle
of Allah (ples 4l 5 4le 4l JLa) stood in front of the people of As-Sufah, and seeing their
indigence, strain, and goodness of their hearts said, ‘rejoice, O People of al-Sufah!
Whosoever of my Ummah remains in the state you are in and is content with it, will be
among the people who will be with me on the Day of Resurrection.’

Explanation
Almost all books of Ahadith contain several Ahadith about As-habus Suffa.

As-habus-Suffah were very destitute. Abu Huraira (~e =3 4 () said, ‘T saw seventy
of Ashab-us-Suffah in such a condition that none of them had a dress to wear. Each one
had one sheet of cloth that he tied up with his neck. Some of them had their sheets reach
to their ankles but others’ sheets reached just below their knees. They used to hold the
sheet of their cloth with their hands. Prominent among As-habus Suffa were, (i) Abu
Huraira, (ii) Abu Dhar al-Ghifari, (iii) Ka’ab ibn Malik, (iv) Salman al-Farsi, (v) Hanzalah
bin Abi Amr, (vi) Hudhaifah bin Yaman, (vii) Abdullah bin Mas’ood, etc., ( i & (oa)



It is in Hadith Bukhari, Abu Uthman narrated that Abdur Rahman bin Abi Bakr ( A (aia
~e Jd) said, ‘the Suffa Companions were poor people and the Prophet (4l 5 4e 4 Ja
el s) said, 'whoever has food for two persons should take a third one from them. And
whosoever has food for four persons he should take one or two from them. Abu Bakr
(ne i dl (om )) took three men, and the Prophet (plus 41l 5 4de 4l La) took ten of them.’
(Bukhari).

Chapter (2)
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The mannerism of Allah’s mendicants.

Hadith # 2
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Abu Salama narrated on the authority of Thawban (~c Ji &) (=) that ‘the Apostle of Allah
(Alusadl 5 anle i L) said, “my cistern (U3 s8N o= 5s) spans the distance between Aden and Amman.
Its drink is whiter than milk and sweeter than honey. Whoever drinks a single draught from it, will
never feel thirsty again. The first to arrive at it are the destitute immigrants.” We asked, ‘who are
they, O Apostle of Allah (alus 4l 5 ade &) L2)?" He said, those with dingy clothing and dusty
unkempt hair, for whom gates are not opened and who are not given special women in marriage;
those who fulfill their duties and do not receive their due. (In addition), ten people will appear who
will say, ‘I am so-and-so, son of so-and so’, and I will say, ‘you have altered maters after me.

Explanation

This Hadith is narrated in Tirmidhi, Ibn Majah, Ahmad. Bayhagi narrated it in al-Ba’th, and Hakim
in al-Mustadrak, and saod it has a sound chain of narrators. Muslim also narrated it in a different
context.



Chapter (3)
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Maintaining Good Conduct Even with Disbelievers.

Hadith # 3
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Sa’id ibn Abu Sa’id narrated on the authority of Abu Hurairah (~e =i ) () that the Apostle
of Allah (alus 411 5 4le & L) said, Allah (U235 52) revealed to lbrahim (22uwd) 4ie), “you are my
beloved friend. Make good your conduct even with disbelievers and you will enter the abodes of
the humble (Paradise), for | have already decreed that whosoever behaves with good conduct, |
shall shade him under My throne, settle him in My sacred enclosure, and bring him close to My
proximity.’

Chapter (4)
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Those who give up all their wealth trusting in Allah (Ja5 32).

Hadith # 4
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Hisham ibn Saad narrated on the authority of Zayd bin Aslam (~e 3 4 (- ), on the authority
of his father that he heard Umar (~c i 4l (o) say, the Apostle of Allah (ks 4l 5 aide ) L)
ordered us to give in charity at a time when | had wealth in my possession. | said to myself, “if I
am going to surpass Abu Bakr (~e i 4l (=), it will be today.” So, | came with half of my
wealth and the Apostle of Allah (alus 4l 5 4le &) L) asked, ‘what did you leave for your family?’
I said, ‘it’s equivalent.” Then Abu Bakr (~= i 4l (- ;) came with everything in his possession,
and the Apostle of Allah (alus 41l 5 4de ) 1) asked, ‘O Abu Bakr (~e M dl (o)), what did
you leave for your family?” He replied, ‘Allah and His Apostle (plus 4l 5 ade &l L)’ T said, ‘1
will never compete with you for anything.’

Explanation

This Hadith is also narrated by Abu Dawud, Tirmidhi and Hakim in his al-Mustadrak.

Chapter (5)
sl S el S ) b

The prove of marvels (<l/_sll) on the part of Awliya Allah.

Hadith #5
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Ibn Wahb narrated that Yahya ibn Ayyub said on the authority of Ibn Ajlan, on the authority of
Nafi’, on the authority of Ibn Umar (~e i 4} (i ) that Umar (~e s d) (s ) dispatched an
army and put in-charge of it a man known as ‘Sariya’. Later, while delivering a sermon, Umar
(~e Jus 4 (=) shouted, <O Sariya, the mountain. O Sariya, the mountain! Later, an emissary
from that army arrived and said, ‘O Commander of the Faithful, we faced our enemy and they
(almost) defeated us when, all of a sudden, a voice was heard, ‘O Sariya, the mountain!’, so we
backed ourselves against the mountain and Allah (325 3¢), defeated them.” We said to Umar ( (==
~e M ), you were shouting it.

Ibn Ajlan further said, Iyas ibn Mu’awiyah ibn Qurra narrated that Umar Ibn Abu al-Azhar narrated
on the authority of Malik lbn Anas (~= W3 4 (= ), on the authority of Nafi’, on the authority of
Ibn Umar (~ie s 4l (o)) that Umar (~e s il (o)) delivered a sermon in Medina one day
and said, ‘O Sariya, the mountain! Whosever places a wolf in charge of a flock has wronged it’.
Someone noted, he mentions about Sariya while Sariya was in Iraq (fighting the enemy).” People
told Ali (~e M=t il (o)), “did you not hear of the one who said ‘O Sariya’ while delivering a
sermon on the pulpit?” He said, ‘woe unto you, leave Umar (~e =i d) (= ) alone, for he does
not get himself into something without getting himself out of it.” Only a short period of time passed
when Sariya arrived (from the battlefield) and informed, ‘I heard Umar’s (~e b3 4l (o)) voice
and then climbed the mountain.’

Explanation

Other versions of this Hadith are available in many books of Ahadith. Bayhaqi narrated this Hadith
in Dala’il An-Nubuwwa. As-Sakhawi said, this Hadith has good chain of narrators.

If a wolf is made in-charge of a flock, it cannot bear the burden to handle it, because it cannot
resist attacking the flock to satiate its hunger. The ‘wolf” referred in the Hadith is, the enemy army.
Umar (== M 4l ;.= ) warned Sariya against giving the enemy an easy victory because they
would attack the Muslim army on the open ground, as a wolf attacks an unsafe flock. Sariya was
cautioned about it and was guided to climb the mountain. Sariya heard Umar’s (~ie i 4l (oca )
voice hundreds of miles away on the battlefield and the Muslim army climbed over the Mountain
to safeguard themselves. They eventually won this war.



Chapter (6)
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The use of noble manners, encouragement of spending, the
blameworthiness of hoarding, and avoiding questionable issues.

Hadith # 6

Wias (s (g yee Uas o3l o SOl Wias oaviall o)) 30 calall ol Wias ela ) 0 dese (3 el (3 asa) ) U yal
LB e, Py O dabee b plus dile dll (Laa dll J gy 381 JE Gras 0 Ol 0o pall o Shan s alisn
.J.u:Mu‘ﬂ\uﬂ\u\#\}dﬁ\@cW\Jmo)mﬁ\Jj?’_L\}dSSJUﬁY\uaug}é\&iy‘&_\;edi\\u;\u\fc
da J8 o sl deladll sy s @l o sl daland) cangy g ol gl J 5050 2ie JalSI Jaall g ilgadd) ¢ o

Al-Hasan narrated on the authority of Imran bin Hussain (~e 3 4 (- ) that the Apostle of
Allah (alus4ll 54ule 4 La) grasped the tail of my turban from behind me and said, ‘O Imran ( (==
~e s ), verily, Allah loves spending and hates stinginess; so, eat, feed (others), and do not
hoard wealth greedily lest its acquisition becomes difficult for you. And know that Allah loves the
penetrating vision at the onset of questionable issues and a perfect mind at the descent of lusts. He
loves generosity even if it is with a few dates, and He loves bravery even while killing a serpent.

Chapter (7)

The attributes of believers and scholars.

Hadith # 7
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Al-Hasan narrated on the authority of Anas (~ie 4 ;=) that the Apostle of Allah (4 L=
ol sl 5 4ide) said, ‘Iman is not through wishes and superfluities, rather, it is that which settles in
the heart and is ratified by action. And knowledge is of two types, the knowledge of the heart and
the knowledge of the tongue. Knowledge of the heart is what is beneficial, whereas knowledge of
the tongue is Allah’s argument against the son of Adam (p3bd! 43le),

Explanation

This Hadith was narrated by Hakeem At-Tirmidhi (not Abu Isa At-Tirmidhi) in Nawadir Al-Usool

with the omission of the name of the companion. As-Sakhawi said, the chain of its narrators is
authentic.

Chapter (8)
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Being satisfied with the bare minimum in worldly maters and
the reprehensibility of mingling with the affluent.

Hadith # 8

Urwa narrated on the authority of Ummul Momineen Aisha (e 4 (=) that the Apostle of
Allah (als s 40l s4de 4 L) said, “if you desire to keep close to me, then let the provision of a rider
suffice you, and beware of mingling with the affluent.’

Chapter (9)
i by

Charity

Hadith # 9

11
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Abu Hurairah (ru) narrated that the Apostle of Allah (alus4ll 5 4le &l L) said, ‘every joint of a
person must perform a charity each day that the sun rises: to judge justly between two people is a
charity. To help a man with his mount, lifting him onto it or hoisting up his belongings onto it, is
a charity. And the good word is a charity. And every step that you take towards the prayer is a
charity and removing a harmful object from the road is a charity.’

Explanation

This Hadith is narrated in many books of Ahadith, like Bukhari, Muslim, etc.

Chapter (10)
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Asking claimants to support their claims

Hadith # 10
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Muhammad ibn Abu Al-Jahm narrated on the authority of Al-Harith ibn Malik (~e s d) (o )
that he passed by the Apostle of Allah (alus 43l 5 4de & L) and the Apostle (s s 4l 5 4ide 4l L)
asked him, ‘how are you this morning, O Haritha (~e M 4 ;= 5)? He said, ‘I woke up a true
believer.” The Prophet (alus 4l 5 4de 4 L) said, ‘be careful of what you say. Every truth has a
reality, so what is the reality of your belief?” He said, ‘I have become averse to this world. It is, as
if I am witnessing the inhabitants of Paradise visiting one another and witnessing the inhabitants
of the Fire bewailing one another.” He said, ‘O Haritha (~= i &) (.= ), you have realized, so
adhere to it.” The Prophet (alus4ll 5 4de 4 L) said it thrice.

12



Chapter (11)
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Striving to make one’s innermost secret match with
one’s outward appearance

Hadith # 11
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Rashid ibn Muhammad narrated on the authority of Ibn Umar (~e 3 &) (o= ) that the Apostle

of Allah (plus4ll s4ule & La) said, ‘the most severely punished person on the Day of Resurrection
is the one in whom people see good while there is no good in him.’

Chapter (12)
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Persistence in the Zikr of Allah, gratitude, and patience

Hadith # 12
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Talqg ibn Habib narrated on the authority of 1bn Abbas (~= i 4 (. ) that the Apostle of Allah
(Alus 01 5 ade 4 La) said, ‘four maters are such that whoever is given them is given the good of
this world and the Hereafter. These are (i) a grateful heart, (ii) a tongue busy with the Zikr of Allah,
a body patient in trial, and (iv) an Iman in that which Allah has guaranteed.

13



Explanation

Abu Nua’im narrates this Hadith in Hilyat al-Awliya and in his collection of 40 Ahadith on Sufism
with a different fourth item. Al-Sakhawi said, this Hadith is authentic.

Imam Ahmad recorded a Hadith. A person asked, ‘O Apostle of Allah (alus 4l 5 4e 4l Ls) the
laws of Islam are too much for us. Teach me something that I can adhere to.” The Prophet ( sha
alu s all 5 aule 4l) said, ‘keep your tongue moist with the remembrance of Allah.

Abu Dawood narrated a Hadith. Ibn Abbas said, to raise the voice for Zikr of Allah after the people
had finished their obligatory prayer was the practice during the time of the Apostle of Allah ( 1=
alu g all 5aile ). Ibn Abbas said, by this Zikr, | used to know when they have finished the prayer
and would listen to the Zikr of Allah.

Tirmidhi narrated a Hadith. Anas bin Malik (~e Jw3 &) (=) narrated that the Apostle of Allah

(Ales 4l 5 asle 40 La) said, “when you pass by the gardens of Paradise, then feast.” They said, ‘and
what are the gardens of Paradise? He said, ‘the circles of Zikr (of Sufi Shuyookh of Ihsan).’

Chapter (13)
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The path of those devoted to Allah (=)

Hadith # 13
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Fudail ibn lyad narrated on the authority of Hisham, on the authority of Al-Hasan, on the authority
of Imran ibn Husain (~e M 4 (2= ) that the Apostle of Allah (alw s4)l s4sle & L) said, ‘whoever
devotes himself to Allah, Allah spares him every burden and provides for him from whence he did
not expect; but whoever devotes himself to this world, Allah (J>5 3=) consigns him to it.

14



Chapter (14)
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Abandonment of this world and turning away from it

Hadith # 14
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Ikrima narrated on the authority of 1bn Abbas (~e 3 4 (o) that Umar bin Al-Khatab (==
~e a3 ) came to the Apostle of Allah (alus 43l 5 4de 4 La) while he was on a straw-mat that
had marked up his side. Umar (~e s &) (=) said, ‘O Apostle of Allah (alus 4l 5 4le ) La),
if you would only make use of a finer sheet?’ The Prophet (alus 4l 5 4ile & 1) said, ‘what has
this world to do with me?’ Or he said, ‘what do | have to do with this world?” My likeness in this
world is but like a rider who traveled during a hot day until he reached a tree, and, having taken
shade under it for some time, departed and abandoned it.

Explanation

This Hadith is also narrated with different wordings, Bukhari, Muslim, Tirmidhi, Ibn Hibban in
his Sahih and Al-Hakim in Mustadrak.

Chapter (15)

o) alus g

Love of the needy and neediness and the Apostle of
Allah (plus 4l 5 aide ) L) wishing for it.

Hadith # 15

15
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Ata ibn Abu Rabah narrated on the authority of Abu Sa’id al-Khudri (~e 3 4 (= ;) who said |
love the needy, for I truly heard the Apostle of Allah (alus 41l 5 4de &) L) say, ‘O Allah, endow
me with life in neediness, cause me to die in neediness, and gather me (on the Day of Judgement)
among the group of the needy.

Explanation

This Hadith is also narrated by al-Hakim in al-Mustadrak who said, it has an authentic chain of
narrators.

Chapter (16)
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Whoever removes a worldly grief from a believer, Allah will
remove from him one of the griefs of the Day of Resurrection

Hadith # 16
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Abu Hurairah () narrated that the Apostle of Allah () said, ‘whoever removes a worldly grief from
a believer, Allah will remove from him one of the griefs of the Day of Resurrection. And whoever
alleviates the need of a needy person, Allah will alleviate his needs in this world and the Hereafter.
Whoever shields (or hides the misdeeds of) a Muslim, Allah will shield him in this world and the
Hereafter. And Allah will aid His servant as long as he aids his brother. And whoever follows a
path to seek knowledge therein, Allah will make easy for him a path to Paradise. No people gather
together in one of the Houses of Allah, reciting the Book of Allah and studying it among
themselves, except that tranquility descends upon them, and Mercy envelops them, and the angels

16



surround them, and Allah mentions them amongst those who are with Him. And whoever is slowed
down by his actions, will not be hastened forward by his lineage.

Explanation

This Hadith has been narrated by Muslim.

Chapter (17)
iliad) agilaiS &

Concealing their difficulties

Hadith # 17

e ae O o adl ol a3 5el e Cp ) e Waa llia (g deae Wias ol deae (g dala e gl U sl
Cilad) i€ 35 e ) b adde dl lm dl J gy J5 6 Laglie

Nafi narrated on the authority of Ibn Umar (~= =3 4 () that the Apostle of Allah (4de &) Sl
elu s 4ll 5) said, ‘truly, concealing difficulties is one of the treasures of piety.’

Explanation

There are various Ahadith on this topic in many books of Ahadith with different wordings.

Chapter (18)
iy Jhsal Al

The Status of Uprightness

17



Hadith # 18
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Urwa narrated that Sufyan ibn Abdullah At-Tagaf (~e M3 4 () said to the Prophet (4 L
alu s all saile) “tell me something of Islam that | cannot ask of anyone else.” He said, ‘say, ‘I believe
in Allah’, then remain steadfast.

Explanation

Similar Ahadith are narrated in Muslim, Nasa’i and many other books of Ahadith with authentic
chains.

Chapter (19)
QLA (e AN G Sl

Wearing common clothing

Hadith # 19
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Yazid ibn al-Asamm narrated on the authority of Umar (~e M 4l (2 ) that the Prophet (4 L
alu s all 5 4ule) looked at Mus’ab ibn Umayr (~e i 4l (= ) as he approached while wearing raw
hide from a ram wrapped around his waist. The Prophet (akss 4l 5 4de 4 1) said, ‘look at the
one in whose heart Allah has settled. | saw him with parents who fed him the finest food and drink,
and | truly saw him wearing an outfit that he bought, or that was bought for 200 dirhams, but the
love of Allah and the love of His Apostle (alus 4l 5 4le &) L) led him to what you see.
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Explanation

In another Hadith, it is reported that the Prophet (alus4ll 5 4le & J1s) said, ‘look at the one whose
heart has been illuminated by Allah. As-Sakhawi said, the narrators of this Hadith are well known.
There are many Ahadith in which Sahabah are described to wear lesser clothing as they could not
afford full dresses.

Chapter (20)
Yaus el g ¥ A d ol e dalall

Proof that Allah has Awliya and Abdaal on Earth

Hadith # 20
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Ala ibn Zaydal narrated on the authority of Anas (~e i 4 (- ) that the Prophet ( s 4le 4l L
alu s a1l) said, ‘the Abdaal of my Ummah are 40 men, 22 in the region of Greater Syria and 18 in
Irag. Whenever one of them dies, Allah substitutes another in his place. When the Judgment Day
arrives, they will be collected (for exclusive rewards).

Explanation

There are many Ahadith the confirm the presence of Awliya Allah in the world. A few of them
are give below.

(i) It is in Hadith - Tabarani wrote in his Mu'jam al-Awsat - that Anas (~c i 4l (o) said that
the Prophet (alus 41l 5 4de 4} L) said: "The earth will never lack forty men similar to the Friend
of the Merciful (Prophet Ibrahim -» 3.l &2le) and through them people receive rain and are given
help. None of them dies except Allah (J>5 32) substitutes (Abdaal) another in his place.”

The above Hadith confirms the existence of Abdaal (and of course other categories of Awliya

Allah) all the time in the world, till Qiyamah. Commenting on the above Hadith, Qatada said: "We
do not doubt that Al-Hasan al-Basri is one of them (abdaal)."”
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Ibn Hibban also narrated this Hadith in al-Tarikh through Abu Huraira (~e a3 4l (o) as: "The
earth will never lack forty men similar to Ibrahim (s 3wl &le) the Friend of the Merciful (a1
4 JJ1), and through whom you are helped, receive your sustenance, and receive rain."

(ii) It is in Hadith - It is reported that Prophet Mohammad (plus 43l 5 4:le 4 L) once said after the
Salah: 'O’ people! Listen to this, understand it and know it. Allah (323 32) has servants who are
neither prophets nor martyrs and whom they prophets and martyrs yearn to be like, due to their
seat and proximity in relation to Allah (33 3¢). One of the Bedouin Arabs who came from among
the most isolated of people twisted his hand towards the Prophet (alus 4l 5 4le & L) and said:
O'Apostle of Allah (sl 4l 5 43le 4 L)l People from humankind who are neither prophets nor
martyrs and yet the prophets and martyrs yearn to be like them due to their seat and proximity in
relation to Allah (Ja5 3¢)! Describe them for us!"

"The Prophet's (alwss 4l 5 4le &) 1a) face showed delight at the Bedouin's question and he said:'.
"They are of the strangers from this and that place. They frequent this or that tribe without
belonging to them. They do not have family connections among themselves. They love one another
for Allah's (Ja5 3¢) sake. They are of pure intent towards one another. On the Day of Resurrection
Allah (353 32) will place for them pedestals of light upon which He will make them sit and He
will turn their faces and clothes into light. On the Day of Resurrection, the people will be terrified
but not those. They are Allah's (J>3 3¢) friends (Awliya), upon whom fear comes not, nor do they
grieve".

References - The above Hadith is related through several chains by (a) Abu Dawood, (b) Ahmad,
(c) Baghawi in Sharh al-Sunna, (d) Hakim in the Mustadrak, (e) Ibn 'Asakir, (f) Ibn Abi al-Dunya
in Kitab al-lkhwan, (g) 1bn Jarir al-Tabari, (h) Ibn Abi Hatim, (i) Ibn Mardawayh, and others. (j)
Haythami in Majma' al-Zawa'id says: 'Ahmad relates it, and (k) Tabrani relates something similar,
and the men in its chain of transmission have been declared trustworthy".

(i) It is in Hadith - Imam Ahmad narrated a Hadith in his Musnad (5:322) through Ibn Ata: The
Prophet (alus 4l 5 4de 4l L) said: "The Substitutes (Abdaal) in this Community are thirty like
Ibrahim (a Sl ¢le) the Friend of the Merciful (49 Jis a1 ). Every time one of them dies, Allah
(03 32) substitutes another one in his place."

References - Tirmidhi cites the above Hadith in Nawadir al-Usul and Imam Ahmad's student, Al-
Khallal has mentioned this Hadith in his book Karamat al-Awliya'.

(iv) It is in Hadith - narrated by Anas (~c i 4 (). The Prophet (alus 4l 5 4le & Ls) said:
"The similitude of my Community (Ummah) is as the rain, it is not known whether its greater
good lies in its beginning or in its ending"”.

References - The above Hadith is in Sunan (book of Amthal), Ibn Hibban in his Sahih from
"Ammar ibn Yasir (#2307), Ahmad in his Musnad in several places (3:143, 4:319), Baghawi in
Sharh al-Sunna (1:405), Tabarani in his Kabir, Ibn Kathir in his Tafsir (7:493), al-Khatib in Tarikh
Baghdad (11:114), Abu Ya'la, al-Daraqutni, al-Bazzar, and Ibn “Abd al-Barr".
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Chapter (21)

Constant generosity in feeding and presenting a table spread with food

Hadith # 21
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Abdullah ibn Yasar, the freed slave of Aisha bin Talha (e =3 &1 (- ) narrated on the authority
of Ummul Momineen Aisha (4ie s 4 (o= ) that the Apostle of Allah (ples 4l 5 4de 4 L) said,
‘the angels remain praying for one of you as long as his table (with food) is spread out (for feeding
of poor).

Explanation

There are many Ahadith on the importance of charity and feeding the poor in almost all books of
Ahadith.

Chapter (22)
Jlsad) (e dddeiall o Lledl 2l o e Jalal) iy
Proof that the upper hand is that which is restrained from begging

Hadith # 22
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Abdullah ibn Dinar narrated on the authority of Ibn Umar (~e s 4 (o)) that the Apostle of

Allah (ales 4l 5 4ale 4 L) said, ‘the upper hand is the one that is restrained, and the lower hand
is the one that begs.

Chapter (23)
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Beware of the believer's intuition, for indeed he sees with Allah's Light

Hadith # 23
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Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri (~e M= 4 (oo 5) narrated that the Apostle of Allah (alus 4l 5 4le &) o)
said, ‘beware of the believer's intuition, for indeed he sees with Allah's Light.” Then he recited -
[Indeed in that, there are signs for those who discern.] (Al-Hijr - 75).

Explanation

Imam Tirmidhi said, as this Hadith is Gharib as we do not know of it except through this route. It

has been related that some of the people of knowledge and interpretation of this verse said, 'surely
in this are signs for those who see'; it is, for the insightful.
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Chapter (24)
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Contentment, scrupulousness, compassion towards Muslims, being a
Good Companion, and Laughing Little

Hadith # 24
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Wathila ibn al-Asga narrated on the authority of Abu Huraira (~e M3 4 (o)) that the Apostle
of Allah (alus 4l 54e 4l La) said, ‘O Abu Huraira (~e b3 4 (= ), be scrupulous and you will
be the most devoted of people; be content and you will be the most grateful of people; love for
people what you love for yourself and you will be a believer; be a good companion to those in

your company and you will be a Muslim; and decrease laughter, for truly, a lot of laughter kills
the heart.

Explanation

Ibn Majah narrated this Hadith with good chain of narrators.

Chapter (25)
Lall e aall s b ol

Choosing poverty over Affluence

Hadith # 25
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Al-Qasim, on the authority of Abu Umama (~= 3 4 (= )) narrated that the Apostle of Allah
(plos ol 5 adle &) La) said, ‘my Lord offered to turn the riverbed of Makka into gold for me, so |
said, ‘no, my Lord, let me eat my full one day and go hungry the next, so that when I am hungry,

I might humble myself before You, and when | am full, I might praise You and mention You in
remembrance.

Chapter (26)
Jlall s JaYI (550 el ol gty el & Ly

Supporting the poor before one’s family and dependents

Hadith # 26
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Ata ibn al-Sa’ib narrated on the authority of his father, on the authority of Ali (~e Al (o))
that the Apostle of Allah (alus 4l 5 4de &) 1) told Sayyida Fatima (Yie s 4 (=) that I will

not give you and leave the People of al-Sufah with their bellies wrenching in hunger.” Hamid ibn
Yahya also related that Sufyan narrated the same.

Explanation

Imam Ahmad also narrated the above Hadith. As-Sakhawi said the chain of the narrators of this
Hadith is authentic.
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Chapter (27)
Gl Ege xsay e Sl el i Jad i 06

The Statement of Allah () - ‘O Son of Adam (pdkd) 43le),
as long as you invoke Me and ask of Me, | shall forgive you

Hadith # 27
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Anas (~e i il (o)) narrated, ‘I heard the Apostle of Allah (alus 41 5 4le &) L) say, ‘Allah
the Almighty has said, ‘O Son of Adam (3! 44le), as long as you invoke Me and ask of Me, |
shall forgive you for what you have done, and I shall not mind, O Son of Adam (p>ud) 44e), were
your sins to reach the clouds of the sky and you then asked forgiveness from Me, | would forgive
you. O Son of Adam (x>l 4.le), were you to come to Me with sins nearly as great as the Earth,

and were you then to face Me, ascribing no partner to Me, | would bring you forgiveness nearly
as great as it too.’

Explanation

The above Hadith has been narrated in Tirmidhi.

Chapter (28)
KAy )58 Gl
Seeking forgiveness for the brothers

Hadith # 28
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Abu Huraira (~e i &) (= ) narrated that the Apostle of Allah (alus 4l 5 4le &l L) informed
(the people) about the death of An-Najashi (~e =i 4l ;=) on the very day he died. He went

towards the Musalla and the people stood behind him in rows. He said four Takbirs (offered the
Funeral prayer).

Explanation

This Hadith has been narrated in Bukhari, Muslim, and many other books of Ahadith.

Chapter (29)
L 5 Ayl 3831 8

Adopting patched clothing and wearing it

Hadith # 29
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Yahya narrated on the authority of Umm al-Hussain (L= s d) (.= ) that she was in Ummul

Momineen Aisha’s (4= Jbi 4 (=) residence while she was patching a tunic of hers with

different colored patches; some white, some black, and some other than that. The Prophet ( 4 1=
alu 54l s43le) entered and said, ‘what is this, O Aisha?’ She said, ‘a tunic of mine that | am patching.’
He said, ‘well done. Do not abandon a garment until you have patched it, for there is nothing new

to someone who does not have anything shabby.’

Explanation

As-Sakhawi said the narrators of this Hadith are reliable.
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Chapter (30)
Al S gl g

Providing water at lavatories (for washing after answering the call of nature)

Hadith # 30
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Ibn Abbas (~e M dl) (= ) narrated that once the Prophet (sl s 4l 5 4le 4 L) entered a lavatory

and I placed water for his ablution. He asked, ‘who placed it?” He was informed accordingly and
so he said, ‘O Allah! Make him (Ibn Abbas) a learned scholar in religion (Islam).

Explanation

This Hadith has been mentioned in Bukhari, Muslim, and many other books of Ahadith.

Chapter (31)
@33 ISV Al S g aladall e g Laial) 8 dandl il

The Sunnah of gathering over food and the reprehensibility of
eating individually

Hadith # 31
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Wahshi Ibn Harb bin Wahshi narrated on the authority of his father, on the authority of his
grandfather, that a man said, ‘O Apostle of Allah (alus4ll 5 4ide 4 L), truly we eat but do not feel

full.” He said, ‘perhaps you split up when eating. Gather over it and mention the name of Allah
(=3) and you will be blessed therein.’

Explanation

This Hadith is also narrated by Abu Dawud, Ibn Majah, al-Hakim and Ibn Hibban in their Sahih
collections.

Chapter (32)
agida g olall Ll 3 WIS daly)

The permissibility of speaking about esoteric knowledge and its reality

Hadith # 32
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Sufyan ibn Uyayna narrated on the authority of Ibn Jurayj, on the authority of Ata, on the authority
of Abu Hurayra (~e s 4l (o)) that the Apostle of Allah (sl 4l 5 4sle &) L) said, “‘truly some

knowledge is like a concealed form: no one knows it except for those with knowledge of Allah
(=5) and, when they speak of it, no one disapproves of it except for those heedless of Allah (tx3).

Explanation

About the esoteric knowledge about Allah, the Quran says the following.
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u»«w;ﬂw‘asﬁ«—' Jyésjy waéﬂj bl g5 00 A0 58 Y A58 Y 8505 A8 A 50A0 (e Mg f )
sl eo s 5 A5~ A0 QA1 AN & ylans il [Allah is the Light of the Heavens and Earth. The
similitude of His light is as a niche wherein is a lamp. The lamp is in a glass. The glass is, as it
were a shining star. (This lamp is) kindled from a blessed tree, an olive neither of the East nor of
the West, whose oil would almost glow forth (of itself) though no fire touched it. nght upon Light
(st 2 55, Allah (Ja5 3¢) guides to His light whom He will. And Allah ( Ja3 3¢ ) speaks to
mankind in allegories, for Allah (325 3¢ ) knows all things.

(i) Itis in Quran -4 UM}J(QSMLAJLSJAAA O aSG\Ae—\A—ASAJ Qi (‘.\SJ.\J‘LAS u.\.\.\.d\ d\.\.m:w\ 5y A\J
umAL.J\ Cra ?Su La\} \}J@.mlﬁ Jas LU)a\ \jiu sl (‘Sh Lgx: f"’h‘} e_‘))s\\ dﬁ‘m)mﬁ} [ Behold, Allah took
the covenant of (all) the prophets, saying " I give you a book and wisdom; then comes to you an
Apostle (Mohammad - alus 4l 5 4le 4 L), confirming what is with you, do you believe in him
and render him help’, Allah said : do you agree, and take this my covenant as binding upon you?
They said: "We agree. He said: then bear witness, and | am with you among the witnesses. ] (Aal-
e-lmran 81).

(iii) It is in Hadith - Abu Hurairah (~e 3 4 (o) narrated that Allah's Apostle ( 5 4le 4 L
alw 5 1l was asked since how long he is the Prophet, he replied, when Adam (2> 4:le) had not
yet had his spirit joined to his body.] (Tirmidhi)

(iv) Itis in Hadith - The Prophet (alus )i 5 4le 4 L) said, Allah (353 3) gives, and | distribute.
(Bukhari). This Hadith is in the present tense therefore, it is not limited to physical life of the
Prophet (akss 4l 5 4de & L), Now also, Allah (Ja3 32) gives, and the Prophet (41 5 4le 4l La
L) distributes. Whatever we get in this world, and whatever we will get in Hereafter, is surely
from the hand of Prophet (alus 4l 5 4ide 4l L),

There are many Quranic verses and Ahadith in this context and we believe in them.

Chapter (33)
aJa'A;LAcJL@;JJMA_&Eﬂ\ Aﬂ_)'it_ll_t

Avoiding extravagance with guests and serving them what is available

Hadith # 33
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Abu al-Bakhtari narrated that we visited Salman al-Farsi in al-Mada’in. He brought us bread and
fish and said, ‘eat. The Apostle of Allah (plus 4l 5 4de & L) disallowed extravagance, and were
it not for this, 1 would have certainly made extravagant preparations for you.’

Explanation
Al-Hakim narrated a similar Hadith in al-Mustadrak and said, ‘it has an authentic chain of narrators.

There are many Ahadith about avoiding extravagance and keeping moderation in all aspects of
day-to-day life.

Chapter (34)
S| P pge JE

Avoiding Luxury

Hadith # 34
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Murayh ibn Masroug al-Hawzani narrated on the authority of Muadh ibn Jabal (~e i i (o)
that when the Prophet (a5 41l 543l 4l La) sent him to Yemen, he said, ‘beware of luxury, for the
slaves of Allah are not men of luxury.’

Explanation

Abu Nua’im narrates this in his collection of 40 Ahadith on Tasawwuf. As-Sakhawi said the
narrators of this Hadith are reliable. There are many Ahadith related to Muadh Ibn Jabal’s ( (=)
~e s 4l travel to Yemen on the order of the Prophet (alss 4l 5 4de &) 1) and while he was
departing, the Prophet (alus 4l 54de &) =) cautioned him on many things.
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Chapter (35)
oaSH ezl sl

Which of the Believers are the most intelligent?

Hadith # 35
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Ata narrated that a person from Ansar asked the Apostle of Allah (sl Al 5 ale 4l L), ‘which of
the believers are the most intelligent? The Prophet (plus 41l 5 4de & L) replied, ‘those who

remember death the most frequently and those who prepare for death in the best manner, before
they pass away. These are from the intelligent ones.’

Explanation

This Hadith has been narrated by Al-Hakim. Ibn Maja also narrated this Hadith with different
wordings. This Hadith has been added to the list of ‘40 Ahadith on Tasawwuf” by removing the
Hadith at # 35.

Chapter (36)
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Attaining the love of Allah (=3) by constantly serving Him

Hadith # 36
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Al-Qasim narrated on the authority of Abu Umama (~e i 4 ;.= ) that the Apostle of Allah
(Alos A 5 e 4 La) said, ‘Allah said, the servant continues to draw closer to Me by
supererogatory prayers until I love him. When | love him, I am his hearing with which he hears,
his sight with which he sees, his tongue with which he speaks, and his heart with which he

comprehends. If he then invokes Me, | will respond to him, and if he asks of Me, | will bestow
upon him.

Explanation

This Hadith is also narrated by Bukhari.

Chapter (37)
Liall & auad) e S JLall e 2l S il

The reprehensibility of amassing wealth for the fear
that the servant may start craving for this world

Hadith # 37
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Mughira ibn Saad ibn al-Akhram narrated on the authority of his father, on the authority of

Abdullah (~e N 4 (= )) that the Apostle of Allah (alws 4l 5 4de 4l L) said, ‘do not become
pre-occupied with earnings lest you covet this world.
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Explanation

This Hadith is also reported by Tirmidhi and Ibn Hibban.

Chapter (38)
coall AT B W I 3le de

Whosoever shows enmity to a Wali (Sufi Shaikh of
Ihsan) of Mine, then | have declared war against him

Hadith # 38
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Abu Hurairah (~e w4 (a)) narrated that the Apostle of Allah (alss 41l 5 4de 4 L) said,
‘verily Allah (J%5) said, ‘whoever shows enmity to a Wali (friend) of Mine, then | have declared
war against him. And My servant does not draw near to Me with anything more loved to Me than
the religious duties | have obligated upon him. And My servant continues to draw near to me with
Nafil (supererogatory) deeds until I Love him. When | Love him, I am his hearing with which he
hears, and his sight with which he sees, and his hand with which he strikes, and his foot with which
he walks. Were he to ask (something) of Me, | would surely give it to him; and were he to seek
refuge with Me, | would surely grant him refuge?’

Explanation

This Hadith has been narrated by Bukhari.
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Chapter (39)
g laudl daly) 4 b

The permissibility of singing and listening

Hadith # 39
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Uthman Ibn Urwa narrated on the authority of his father, on the authority of Ummul Momineen
Aisha (4ie s 4l (o ), that the Apostle of Allah (alss 4l s 4de 4l L) came over during the days
of Tashriq when I had two of Abdullah ibn Salam’s girls with me, striking their tambourines and
singing. When the Apostle of Allah (alus 4l 5 4de 4 L) entered, I said, ‘stop.” The Apostle of
Allah (a4l 5 ade 4 Ls) withdrew to a bed, lay down on his side, and covered himself with his
garment. [ said, ‘today, singing will most certainly be made permissible or forbidden.” She said, ‘I
indicated to them to commence.’ She said, ‘so they commenced, and by Allah, I did not forget this,
Abu Bakr (~e M3 dll (= ,) entered, and he was a marching man (by which he meant stern), saying,
‘are the flutes of Satan in the house of the Apostle of Allah (alus 4l 5 4de & 1), The Prophet
(plos Al 5 ade 4 La) said, Abu Bakr (~e i 4l (o)), every nation has Eid and these are our
days of Eid.

Explanation

This Hadith is also narrated in Bukhari, Muslim, and other books of Ahadith. Playing of
Tambourine (Daf) and flute, and dancing in joy was allowed and liked by Prophet Mohammad
(Alusall 5 aule & La). There are many Ahadith in this context in various books of Ahadith. A few
of them are given below.

(i) It is in Hadith — Ummul Momineen Aisha (Lie M= 4 (=) narrated that the Apostle
(plus 4l 5 asle 4 La) said 'make announcement for the marriage ceremony and perform the
ceremony at Mosque and play on the tambourine (Daf)". (Tirmidhi).

(i) Itis in Hadith — It is narrated by Mohammad Bin Haatib (~c i 4l (o ), and he narrates
it from Prophet Mohammad (sl s 41l s4de 4l L) who said that the difference between lawful
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(halal) and unlawful (Haram) is that in marriages singing and drum beating is performed.
(Ahmad, Tirmidhi, Nasai and Ibn Maja).

(iii) It is in Hadith — Ummul Momineen Aisha (L= 3 4 (.= ) narrates that when one
Ansari’s bride was sent to her groom’s house in her bridal attire, the Prophet ( s ale Al La
L5 4ll) said ‘don’t you have some play and fun because the Ansar’s like fun’. (Bukhari).

(iv) It is in Hadith ~-Ummul Momineen Aisha (Lie M 4l (= )) narrated, ‘I swear to Allah
(Ua5 32) | saw the Prophet (alus 4l 5 4ile &) L) and the Habashis (a tribe of Madina) are
playing (dancing) with spears and the Prophet (alus 4l 5 4de 4l L) hides me with his
coverlet so that I could see their play from between his ear and shoulder. Then he stays for
me until I myself will return back’. (Bukhari, Muslim).

(v) Itis in Hadith — It is narrated by Abu Musa (~= s 4 (o)) that the Prophet (4 sl
alusall 54de) said, O’Musa (~= i 4l (2 5), you have been given a flute of the People of
Dawood (p3dl 43le). (Tirmizi).

(vi) It is in Hadith — Ummul Momineen Aisha (L= b3 4 (o) narrates that Abu Bakr
(e Jui & (=) came to our home when two girls were clapping and playing on the
tambourine (Daf) during ‘Mana’, and in another narration (the girls were) singing such
couplets which were recited by Ansar during the war of Ba’as. When Abu Bakr (4 (o)
~e Ja3) chided these girls, the Prophet (alus 4l 5 4de 4 L) took out the (bed) sheet from
his face and said O’ Abu Bakr (~e i 4l (), leave them, as this is festival time. And in
one narration (it is said) O> Abu Bakr (~= i 4l (. )), every nation has festival, and this
is our festival.” (Bukhari, Muslim).

Chapter (40)
o5l 3L b

Visiting the graves

Hadith # 40
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Ummul Momineen A'isha (Yie s 4 (<) narrated that whenever the Prophet (4l s 4de &) Jla
~ls5) was with her in the apartment, he would go out towards the end of the night to al-Baqi
graveyard' and say, ‘peace be upon you, abode of a people who are believers. What you were
promised would come to you tomorrow, you receive it after some delay; and Allah willing we shall
join you. O Allah, grant forgiveness to the inhabitants of Bagi al-Ghargad. Qutaiba did not mention
the words, ‘would come to you’.

Explanation

This Hadith is narrated in Muslim. There are many Ahadith emphasizing the need to visit the
graves of Awliya Allah and Muslims. A few of them are provided below.

(1) Itis in Hadith - Narrated by al-Hakim that Abu Ayyub al-Ansari (~e i 4 (= ) placed
his forehead on the grave of Prophet Mohammad (alus 4l 5 4sde &) L), Marwan lbn al-
Hakam saw him and held his neck. Abu Ayyub (~e i 4 (=) said | did not come to the
Stone. | came to the Apostle of Allah (ales 4ll 5 4de & La). | heard the Apostle of Allah
(plusall 5 asle i La) say, ‘do not weep for Islam if the qualified people were in-charge, but
weep for it, if it was under the charge of unqualified. (Al-Hakim related this Hadith in
Mustadrak and said it is Sahih. Ad-Dhahabi agreed to his authentication.

(2) It is in Hadith - Dawud ibn Salih (~e s 4 (=) said: <(The governor of Madina)
Marwan ibn al-Hakam one day saw a man placing his face on top of the grave of the Prophet
(Ales 4l s adde i L), He said, do you know what you are doing?” When he came near him,
he realized it was Abu Ayyub al-Ansari (~e S il (o)), Abu Ayyub al-Ansari - 4 (o )
~e ) said, “yes; | came to the Prophet (alus 4l 5 4de 4 L), not to a stone.’

The above Hadith is mentioned in (i) Ibn Hibban in his Sahih, (if) Ahmad, (iii) At-Tabarani
in his Mu'jam al-Kabir and his Awsat (iv) According to Haythami in al-Zawa'id (5:245 and
5:441 #5845 Book of Hajj, "Section on the honoring of the dwellers of Madina, chapter on
placing one's face against the grave of our Prophet (ol s 4l 5 4de &) La)" and # 9252 Book
of Khilafa, ‘Chapter on the leadership of those unworthy of it’, (v) al-Hakim in his Mustadrak
(4:515); (vi) ad-Dhahabi said it was Sahih, (vii) as-Subki in Shifa' al-Sigam (p. 126) and
(viii) Salafi scholar Ibn Taymiyya in al-Muntaga (2:261).

(3) Itis in Hadith - Narrated by Ibn Majah, Ahmad, at-Tabarani, As-Subki and Ibn Asakir
that : Mu’adh Ibn Jabal (~e i 4 (o) and Bilal (~e s 4 (=) came to the Grave of
the Prophet (alus 4l 5 4de 4 L) and sat weeping and Bilal (~e 3 &) (o= ) rubbed his
face against the Grave of Prophet (alus 41l 5 4de & La). (Ibn Majah 2:1320, Ahmad, al-
Tabarani, al-Subki, and Ibn Asakir).

The above Hadith confirms the fact that kissing of Graves and placing your head on the
Graves is the tradition of Sahabah (s aie i dl (o)),
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(4) Itis in Hadith - Muhammad bin Nu'man (~ie e 4 .= ) narrates that Rasoolullah (=
alus all 5 4le 4) said, “whoever visits his parents' graves or visits one of their graves every
Friday, he will be forgiven and will be written as being one of the pious"” (Mishkat).

(5) It is in Hadith - Prophet Mohammad (plus 41 5 43 4 L) said, ‘the Prophets are alive
and they pray in their graves.’ It is narrated by al-Mundhiri and al-Baihaqi who classified it
as authentic (Sahih). Bayhaqi, Hayat ul-Anbiyah, Page 3. Abu Ya’la in his Musnad with
Sahih Isnaad Vol 6: No. 3425. Haythami after this Hadith said: Abu Ya’la and Bazzar
narrated it and all the narrators of Abu Ya’la are "Thiqa" (Majma az Zawaid Volume 8, Page
No. 387, Hadith No. 13812).

(6) It is in Hadith - The Prophet (ales 4l 5 4de &) L) told Mu'adh 1bn Jabal ( s ) ;o)
~e) to visit his Grave whenever he would return from Yemen. And he (alss4ll 5 4le 4 L)
promised his intercession to those who would do so. (Musnad Ahmad with two sound chains
as stated by al-Haythami, al-Bazzar, al-Tabarani in al-Kabir and Musnad al-Shamiyeen. Ibn
Abi Asim in al-Ahad wal-Mathani and as-Sunna. Ibn Hibban in his Sahih, Bayhaqi in al-
Sunan al-Kubra).

(7) It is in Hadith - It is narrated by Abdullah Bin Abi Malkia (~e M &) (o)) : ‘Once
Ummul Momineen Aisha (4ie s 4l (=) returned after visiting the graveyard. | asked "O'
Mother of Believers, 'where have you been?' She said: 'l went to visit the grave of my brother
Abdur Rahman (~e i il (2= ))." | asked her: ' Didn't the Apostle of Allah (5 4de & JLa
alw s ) prohibit visiting graves?' She said: 'Yes, he did forbid visiting graves during the early
days but later on he ordered us to visit them.'" (Ibn Majah).

(8) Itis in Hadith - Ummul Momineen A'isha (e s 4l (=) reported that ‘the Prophet
(pls 4l 5 4ile 4 L) had given permission (to women) to visit graves.' (Bayhagi).

(9) It is in Hadith - Prophet Muhammad (sl 41l 5 «le 4} L) used to go (along with many
Sahabah) to the graves of the martyrs of Uhad once a year and also recite the verses of the
Holy Quran on excellence of patience. The Prophet (alus 4l 5 4de 4 L) used to pray for
them (martyrs of Uhad). After Prophet (alus a1l 5 4le & Lx) death, Khulfa-e-Rashidoon,
Abu-Bakr (~e Jui 4l (o)), Umar (~e Jud &l (o)) and Othman (e bl &) (o)
continued this prophetic tradition. (Bukhari, Muslim, and others).

This Hadith is also mentioned in (i) Tafseer-e-Tabari, (ii) Tafseer Ibn Kathir - Sura Ar-Rad,
Verse 20 (Gl & siatiy ¥ 3 ) 2323 & 5853 (ol - [Those who fulfill the promise of Allah Ja3 3
and do not break the covenant], (iii) Tafseer-e-Qurtabi by Imam Tabari - commentary of
Sura Ar-Rad, Verse 20, (iv) Shaami quotes this Hadith in ' Ziyaratil Quboor' Volume (1).
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